This brief note announces the publication of a nonmetric cranial trait database as a freely available resource on the Internet at: http://library.queensu.ca/webdoc/ssdc/cntd. The files were constructed in the program Excel, and are available also in comma-delimited format. These one-observer data on 38 traits were recorded in 1963-2003 in skeletal collections curated at many museums. The 8,016 crania represent individuals from a broad geographic and temporal range of recent human populations, with regions best represented being the Arctic and northwestern North America. Am J Phys Anthropol 152:551-553,
Following the example of the late W.W. Howells of Harvard University who published his life-time's worldwide collection of cranial measurements on the internet (Howells, 1969) , this note announces publication of my files of cranial nonmetric trait data as a freely available resource at: http://library.queensu.ca/webdoc/ssdc/cntd. The tables were constructed in the program Excel. They are available as well in comma-delimited format (comma-separated values, csv) from which the user can import them into any program of choice. The tables can be used to study the morphological features themselves, i.e. patterns of variation according to age, sex, side, and population, as well as intertrait correlation and the effects of artificial cranial deformation. I have tried to provide sufficient provenience to facilitate exploration of various ethnogenetic problems. Investigators can pull the tables apart and re-assemble the component samples in any way appropriate to their particular purpose. Additionally, researchers are encouraged to explore methods of biodistance analysis alternative to the Smith's Mean Measure of Divergence (MMD) used in my own ethnogenetic studies.
The regions best represented in the tables are the Arctic and northwestern North America. Since 1991 many of these museum collections have been repatriated under the terms of NAGPRA (Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act) and are no longer available for original research. Therefore, I hope that this website may be particularly useful in supplementing existing osteobiological records for the Native peoples of these regions.
TRAITS
The 38 traits are listed in Table 1 . Descriptions and criteria for scoring these as well as an analysis of intraobserver replicability are given in the User Guide on the website. Certain well-known traits have been excluded from the files. These are the tori (maxillary, mandibular, palatal, and auditory) likely to be strongly influenced by behavior or environmental factors. Others traits generally familiar to researchers I have found too ambiguous in expression, too difficult to score, or simply too invariant to be useful in ethnogenetic studies.
The general rule for scoring traits was as follows: present 5 1, absent 5 0, indeterminate 5 9. The exception to this rule is where a trait is scored 2 or 3 indicating degree of expression or sub-type of the feature as defined in the User Guide.
SAMPLES
The database is based on 27 files organized by geographic region. These are listed in Table 2 along with the overall sample size which includes juveniles as well as adults. The User Guide provides details concerning sample composition and provenience, including the curating museum where they were studied and the catalog number of each individual.
CITATION
Investigators are welcome to use these survey data in their own research and publications.
In their publications they must acknowledge the source of the data, and indicate that the results and conclusions they report are their own. The survey data should be cited as follows:
Ossenberg, Nancy S. 2013. Cranial Nonmetric Trait Database. Kingston, Ontario, Canada: Nancy S. Ossenberg (producer). Queen's University Library, Data and Government Information Centre (distributor). 
